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THE GOLDEN CALF  
 

Is it just me or are our politicians a bit obsessed with ‘the economy’?  It 
seems that as long as whatever they do is good for the economy then it’s 
OK.  Granted a poor economy can cause a lot of hardship in society but 
should it be the concern above all others? Most people would agree that 
quality of life is also important, our happiness is affected by living in a 
pleasing environment not in massive housing estates created to build us out 
recession, we want to know we all have an equal opportunity in life, that 
our justice system is fair, that we have health care and a welfare system, 
that we won’t have to work so many hours to pay the bills that we don’t get 
to spend time with our families, and so on. 

When Moses went up the mountain alone Aaron persuaded the Israelites to 
hand over their gold possessions to make the Golden Calf as an object of 
their worship.  Has the economy become to us a golden calf of our own 
making? An economy based on the consumption of endless material goods 
advertisers convince us we need for our happiness.  Maybe it’s time to 
refuse to pay it so much homage at the expense of other values?   

We are fortunate that in the benefice we have two excellent small shops; I 
try to buy something from them every week.  I feel that supporting local 
family businesses enhances the community as well as improves the quality 
of my life because I meet more people and have a good old natter. It makes 
me feel better that a large multinational corporation hasn’t had all of my 
money to avoid paying taxes with.   

Maybe it’s just part of my natural Dorset rebelliousness but I would also 
like to think it’s also an outworking of values which are endorsed by my 
Christian beliefs.  

Reverend Adrian Brook     

Assistant Curate 

Revd. Stephen Coulter can be contacted at the Vicarage, Stourpaine.  

Tel: 01258 480580. email: stephen.coulter@tiscali.co.uk 



 

BENEFICE CHURCH SERVICES 
   Pimperne               Stourpaine              Durweston 

 

April 2013 
Wed 3rd     No Wednesday Holy Communion Durweston 
 
Sun 7th   The Second Sunday of Easter 
 9.15am Holy Communion 8am  Holy Communion (BCP)  11am  Family Service 

 
Wed 10th     11am H C (Said BCP)  
 
Sun 14th  The Third Sunday of Easter 
 9.15am Holy Communion 11am Children's Service  6pm Sung Evensong (BCP) 
  
Sun 21st  The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
  9.15am Holy Communion  6pm Sung Evensong (BCP) 11am Holy Communion 

 
Sun 28th   The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 9.15am Holy Communion 11am Holy Communion 9.30 am Sunday Club  
       6pm Sung Evensong (BCP) 
      

May 2013 
Wed 1st            11am H C (Said BCP)  

 
Sun 5th    The Sixth  Sunday of Easter 
 9.15am Holy Communion 8am Holy Communion (BCP) 11am Family Service 
  
Wed 8th     11am H C (Said BCP)  

 
Thurs 9th Ascension Day  7pm Evensong 
    
Sun 12th   The  Sunday after Ascension 
 9.15am Holy Communion  11am Family Service  8.00 am.  H.C.at St Martin’s 
       6pm Sung Evensong (BCP) 
 

Sun 19th  PENTECOST (Whitsunday) 
11am Benefice Celebration & Holy Communion at Holy Trinity, Stourpaine followed by Picnic 

 
Sun 26th    Trinity Sunday 
 9.15am Holy Communion 11am Holy Communion 6pm Sung Evensong (BCP) 
 
    

 
NEXT EDITION OF MAGAZINE  Items for inclusion in th e June/July edition 
should be passed to your parish representative by 5th May 2013. 

Pimperne - Mrs Jenny Ashwell (459393) 
Stourpaine - Mrs Vanessa De Morgan (456002) 

Durweston & Bryanston – Miss Margaret Handy (453632) 

 
 

BENEFICE NEWS 
 

Annual Church Meetings 

St Peter, Pimperne  7.30pm Tuesday 23rd April 2013 

St Nicholas, Durweston              7.30pm Tuesday 16th April 2013 

Holy Trinity, Stourpaine 7.30pm Thursday 18th April 2013 

From the Parish Registers 

Baptisms 
We welcome into the church: 

Molly and Chloe Pounds baptised Sunday 3rd March 2013 at St Nicholas Durweston 
Eliza Saint baptised Mothering Sunday 10th March 2013 at Holy Trinity Stourpaine 

 
Deaths 
We extend our prayers and sympathy to the families of: 

Cyril Thornes of Pimperne died 25th January 2013 aged 93 
Peter Macer of Pimperne died 31st January 2013 aged 81 
Colin Lowe of Pimperne died 10th February 2013 aged 85 

Esme Keith formerly of Pimperne died 11th February 2013 aged 97 years 
Elizabeth Hammond formerly of Pimperne died 26th February 2013 aged 89 

 
CONTACTS IN THE BENEFICE  

Incumbent:  Reverend Stephen Coulter 
   The Vicarage, Stourpaine. (480580) 
Assistant Curate Reverend Adrian Brook    (268738) 
Licensed Lay Minister   Mr Martin Richley             (450595) 
 (LLM)              Gwenerne, Pimperne       
Lay Pastoral  Mrs Jacqui Torrance 
Assistants:  7 Liddington Crescent, Blandford (480713)  
                                       Mrs Sue Atkinson                                      
                                       Rose House, South Holme, Stourpaine (455778) 
   Beth Buchan 

5 Williams Way, Blandford Forum, (450771).   



Anne Allan 
   1 Manor Farm Close, Pimperne. (456553) 

 

BENEFICE MAGAZINE ON LINE  

The Benefice Magazine can now be seen on line 
http://stourpaine.info/benefice.htm 

BENEFICE WEATHER  

RAINFALL  - January & February 2013  
MEASURED AT LAZERTON FARM since 1963 

 
2013 Over the last 50 Years 

January Highest Lowest Average 
5.13”(130.3mm) 7.5”(190.5 mm) 

1995 
0.35”(8.9 mm) 

1987 
4.04”(102.6 mm) 

 
January Comment:  Appreciable snow in the middle of the month and plenty of 
rain in the last half; yet again an above average total for the month.  Nothing 
dramatic with regard to frosts but plenty of days with full cloud cover giving us 
all that “dull” feeling.  Snowdrops out throughout the month.  Running water in 
fields either side of the Iwerne make wellies essential for any walkers and has 
attracted a group of 5 egrets who feed in the soggiest bits.  Snipe have also been 
seen. 

February Highest Lowest Average 
1.39”(35.2 mm) 7.99”(200.7 mm) 

1990 
0.13”(3.0 mm) 

1965 
2.97”(75.4mm) 

 
February Comment:  May of last year was the last time I was able to write “well 
below average for the monthly total”. No rain whatsoever since the 13th of the 
month as high atmospheric pressure dominated and brought 2 weeks of cold 
easterly and north-easterly winds from Scandinavia.  Even so there was twice as 
much rain this Feb as last.  Although there were 4 consecutive days with horizon 
to horizon blue sky right at the start of this dry period, the rest of the month saw 
a lot of cloud and more “dullness” accompanying the cold winds.  Wind chill has 
been significant and very few flowers apart from the snowdrops and extremely 
hardy daffodils are in bloom. Even at the end of the month there is still running 
water alongside the Iwerne and springs in the water meadows are still active.  
The water table is still very high. 

ADVERTISING IN THE BENEFICE MAGAZINE  
 
 If you would like to place an advertisement in one of our forthcoming editions, 
please contact Jenny on 459393 for further information..   
 

Thank you so much to everyone who offered to help with the delivery of this 
magazine.     

DURWESTON & BRYANSTON NEWS 
 

ANNUAL CHURCH FETE.  JUNE 15TH.  
DON’T MISS IT  

 
VILLAGE HALL NEWS  

FILMS. 
APRIL 12TH   LES MISERABLES 
APRIL 26TH.  THE HOBBIT. 
 
Films for May have not been arranged yet but we hope one will be the 
QUARTET.   
Please note we now have new chairs and hope to have HD projector!  
Doors open 7.00 pm  for coffee and drinks. 
 

CAMEO CLUB 
Tues April 9th.  Kerri Attwood – environmental agency. 
Tues14th May. David Andrews – Play along/sing-along. 
Meeting starts 7.30.  Visitors £1.50. 
 

YOUTH CLUB  
April 4th, April18th May 2nd, May 16th May 30th. 
All in village Hall. 

SUNDAY CLUB 
Sunday Club takes place every 4th Sunday at 9.30 am in St. Nicholas Church. 
Each time we meet we have a story and a chat about a biblical person or theme 
and then we do various craft activities based on this.  Recently we have 
decorated tea light holders for the theme of “light”, made lovely stained glass 
effect window decorations, and used old boxes and yoghurt pots for junk 
modelling in order to make a tower of BABEL!  We also have music; songs, 
drinks and biscuits so come along and join us for some informal fun! There will 



be a special Hot Cross Bun service on Good Friday at 10.00 am.  If you would 
like any further information please contact Lucy Johnson on 01258 459518. 

 
CLEANERS NEEDED 

 
Volunteer cleaners are urgently needed for our church.  The work isn’t 
demanding and you will be part of a team worker on a roster.  Your help in 
keeping this beautiful church well tended is valuable and if you can spare the 
time to help it will be very welcome.  Please contact Mrs Joy Joseph on 01258 
488545 or Margaret Handy on 01258 453632 
 

DURWESTON SCHOOL 
 

On Shrove Tuesday the children went round the village and handed out flowers 
and sang the Shroving song.   
The school have a regular Friday 3.30 pm CAKE STALL to support a charity 
that the children choose each week. 
ANNUAL MAY FAIR.  Sat. 11th May.  Kicked off by traditional Maypole 
dancing on the village playing field. 

 

PIMPERNE HAPPENINGS 
 

NEWS FROM St. PETER’S    
                                                                                   
IN THE RYLAND ROOM  
  
Pimperne Pebbles meet every Friday, in term time; at 10.30 a.m. Children don’t 
forget to bring your mums! For info. Please contact Jaqui on 480713   
Pebbles on Sunday meet at 9.15a.m.       
 
Many of you will remember Mical who worshipped at St. Peters prior to her 
return to Nairobi in February. Mical was given a reconditioned sewing machine 
for her sister Susie,(courtesy of Sue Murison and Tools With a Mission) and 
Susie is now supporting her family doing sewing alterations in the local market 
place. 
If anyone has any tools, or a sewing machine, that they no longer require please 
contact Sue and your donation will be given to a very needy family in Africa.    
 

Pancake Day in the Ryland Room  
Our thanks must go to Beth and her expert team of helpers who cooked such 
delicious pancakes on Shrove Tuesday. Their fantastic efforts raised £95 for  
 St. Peters.  
 
Lent Lunch in the Ryland Room  
Sue Murison and her hard working team were very busy on Monday 25th 
February cooking a Lent Lunch for 25 people. They raised £91 for St. Peters and 
£91 for Tools With a Mission (a charity dedicated to helping the poor in Africa 
learn new craft skills) Our grateful thanks to Sue, Helen and Angela. 
 
St. PETER’S 100 CLUB WINNERS  
January   £20 Eunice Paculabo    £10 Roy Goode  
February £20 Moira Abe             £10 Angela Barker   
March     £20 Celia Gilbert          £10 Julia Jenner     
 
Coffee Morning and Lunch in the Ryland Room  
We will be holding a coffee morning and pre booked lunch in the Ryland Room 
on Wednesday 10th April. The coffee morning will commence at 10.30 am with 
lunch following on at 12 noon. The lunch menu will consist of two courses 
followed by tea or coffee. The menu will be as follows;  
Cottage pie with fresh vegetables  
Fruit crumble and custard   
Ticket price £5 (pre booked only)  
If you would like to join us for lunch please contact Beth on 450771 or Jenny on 
459393    
If we receive a good response we will hold lunches on a regular basis.  
A Date for your Diary 
 
I am hoping to organise St. Peters Cream Teas accompanied by live music for 
late May / early June. Watch this space!   
 
CALLING ALL BENEFICE DAY TRIPPERS!  
I have been trying to secure a group booking for us to visit Highclere Castle, also 
known as DOWNTON ABBEY! Unfortunately all group slots for 2013 have 
already been booked and I have been advised to book for the 2014 season.  
Would any of you be interested in a group booking for next year?  
The ticket price for 2013 is £18 per adult, £16 for the over 60’s and I would 
imagine it will be similar in 2014. This does not include the coach.   
Please let me know if you are interested on 459393  



St. Peter’s Junior Ukulele Club  
This is a recently formed club which meets in Pimperne School, after school 
hours, on Fridays. The children are taught by Reverend Coulter with support 
from our adult Ukulele Club.  
 STOP PRESS,   St. PETER’S AFTERNOON TEA 
  
I now have a date for St. Peter's Afternoon Teas! So come along on Friday 
14th June from 3.30 pm and listen to some fabulous swing sounds while you 
feast on sumptuous afternoon tea.  
An afternoon of delight and delectation not to be missed.  
 

PIMPERNE VILLAGE SCHOOL  
Following the end of the Christmas break, I was very much looking forward to 
the new term for many reasons, not least to continue to be proud of what our 
children at Pimperne work hard to achieve. 
 
As it was, we didn’t have to wait very long for yet more success. Within the first 
week of the new term, a group of boys and girls from years 4, 5 and 6 had been 
awarded second place for their participation in the Blandford’s Got Talent 
schools competition, which was held at The Blandford School. 
 
The judging panel complemented the dancers and gymnasts who performed to 
the theme of Mission Impossible.  There was particular mention of the technical 
ability shown by the two gymnasts.  The judges were of the opinion that the 
choreography, which was coordinated by our Year 5/6 class teacher Mrs Jones, 
was “superb”. 
 
The belief in our school is that every pupil can achieve, but we all need support.  
This is as true for children as it is adults.  Support in schools can take on many 
roles and at Pimperne we are really proud of our parental helpers that give of 
their time in supporting our children and teachers.  We currently have a team of 
dedicated Mums who are happy to hear our children read, help them to overcome 
and solve puzzles and support by completing administration tasks. We have also 
teamed up with the Dorset Reading Partners who further add a “community” feel 
to supporting our children in a variety of ways during the school day. 
 
The closeness of the school community; parents, children, teachers, extended 
family is what makes our school the place it is.  As we approach Eastertide, on 
behalf of everyone at Pimperne School, may I wish you all a pleasant Easter. 

Jerome De Silva  Headteacher 

 
 

PIMPERNE VILLAGE HALL COFFEE MORNINGS  
 
Please note the next Village Hall Coffee Mornings will be on Saturday 6th April 
and Saturday 4th May at 10am.  If you wish to hire a table please contact Peggy 
on 452164. The charges now vary from £2.50 for a small table to £3 for a large 
table. Admission is 50p and this includes a cup of tea, coffee or a glass of squash 
and a biscuit. Please support our efforts to raise much needed funds for charity.  

STOURPAINE HAPPENINGS 

Stourpaine 2013 Village Fete  

Sunday, 30
th 

June 2013  
12pm until 4pm  

 
Now is the chance for you to help good causes in the village by donating 
unwanted presents or items you no longer have a use for!  
We have started to make plans for this year’s village fete and are looking for a 
range of items we can offer as prizes or sell on the stalls at the fete. As yet we do 
not have a list of who the stallholders will be; can you set aside any items you 
would like to donate? A detailed list of where donations should be delivered will 
be announced nearer to the day of the fete.  
The type of gifts we would welcome would be suitable to be sold / won on Book; 
Bric a brac; Cakes, bakes and local produce; Children’s Tombola; Plants; Tin 
hoopla and Tombola stalls.  
If you have any queries about donating gifts, please contact Jacky Fairweather on 
480 982.  
Please help us to make this fete a great success!  

 

STOURPAINE GARDENING CLUB  

April 13 Saturday  10-12 at Stourpaine Village Hall 
PLANT SWAP/SALE to include bulb growing competition and 
collection of potatoes and Children’s Sunflowers for the Summer 
Show. 
Thursday May 9 Evening Visit to Corton Denham House returning to 
The White Horse for buffet Supper. 



Sunday 16 June Visit to Kingston Lacey for a club Picnic. More 
details from Jan Palmer 453470 
Sunday July14 Cheese and Wine with Skittles at The Pavilion, 
Stourpaine Playing Field. 

 
THREE ELLS TRUST  

Donations please help 
I'm doing a Spring Charity Fayre on Saturday 11th May 2013 at the Blandford 
Corn Exchange to raise money for the Three Eells Trust, and Stourpaine Church, 
in remembrance of our daughter Ruby Wyeth.  
If anyone would like to donate the following it would be greatly appreciated; 
Toys, Sweets, Chocolates, Bottles of Drink and Cans. (Please can you ensure 
the use by date is after June 2013). Raffle and prizes. Thank you so much. I can 
be contacted on 07799433452, Mandy Wyeth.  

 
JUNES JUMBLE SALE 

 
On Saturday April 18th at 2:30 pm at Stourpaine Village Hall in aid of the 
RSPCA Ashley Heath. Clothes and Bric-a Brac wanted.  
Phone Janet Churchill 451507.  

ADVERTISMENTS  
 

TOOLS WITH A MISSION  
We are a charity supplying second hand refurbished tools to the third world to 
enable the people of these countries to learn a trade and skill to be self 
supporting. Please if you have any of the following items, Carpentry; Motor 
Mechanics. including trolley jacks & ramps; Engineering;  Electric power tools. 
Drills, sanders, Planers; Lathes; Flat screen computers; Bench & Bandsaws; 
Sewing & Knitting machines, electric or hand; Laptops; Flat Screen 
Computers; Sowing & Craft items; Garden Forks, Spades. Hoes, Rakes; Sledge 
Hammers, Pick Axes; Educational Text Books: Adult Mountain Bikes; Manual 
Typewriters; Motor Lawn Mowers, Strimmers, Chainsaws surplus to your 
needs we will be happy to give them a new life. 
Contact Sue Murison 01258 456802 
 
 
 

CHILDREN’S PAGE  
DURWESTON  
Durweston Sunday Club takes place at St. Nicholas on the fourth Sunday of 
every month from 9.30 – 10.15 a.m. The children bring their craft/puzzle to show 
at the Family Service on the first Sunday of the month.  
PIMPERNE   
Pimperne Pebbles Children’s Group takes place on Friday mornings in the 
Ryland Room, during term time, 10.30 – 11.30 a.m. For more info. please phone 
Jaqui on 01258 480713   
Pebbles on Sunday takes place in the Ryland Room at 9.15am.  
For info. please contact Jaqui on 01258 480713  
St. Peter’s After School Craft Club takes place in Pimperne School (after 
school hours) on Friday afternoons.   
St. Peter’s Junior Ukulele Club takes place in Pimperne School (after school 
hours) on Friday afternoons. 
STOURPAINE  
Babies and Toddlers – every Monday 10 – 11.30 a.m.  takes place in the Village 
Hall during term time.  
Children’s Service – second Sunday of the month 11 a.m. at Holy Trinity 
 

 


